58. INSTRUCTING VAADHAVUR ADIGAL

There was a place called Thiruvaadhavur on the
bank of the river Vaigai. It was quite prosperous and the
people were learned and cultured. In that place
Thiruvaadhavurar was born in a Brahmin family which
traditionally  provided  ministers  to  the  king.
Thiruvaadhavurar was quite smart in his studies and he
soon became an accomplished young man. The Pandya
king Arimardhana, heard about his attainments and
appointed him as his minister. On being appointed a
minister, he made a special study of the literature on
statecraft and he became a shrewd diplomat He was,
therefore, the chief confidant to the king. Through his
efforts, peaceful relations prevailed between the Pandya
and the neighbouring rulers.

But, though ensconced in the highest position In
the kingdom he had no mundane desires. His mind
always dwelt on the philosophical plane. His study of the
various religions in vogue made it clear to him that
salvation of the human soul could be achieved only with
the help of preceptor. He was an ardent devotee to Lord
Siva and constantly prayed to Him for the arrival of a
precetor to lift him up from the bonds of mundane life.

The king's cavalry forces required the
replacement of a large number of horses which had
become old and ill. The king entrusted the task of
purchasing the horses to Vaadhavuraar and gave him
sufficient funds for the purpose. Before leaving for the
sea coast for the purchase of horses, he worshipped